BUSINESS PROFILE

Gisborne’s ‘quality’
range for children
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Joanna Allen, owner of Little Red Hen, displaying a dress from the Hilly Chrisp range, just one of the

many quality brands available.

NOTHING quite rivals quality. Just ask Joanna
Allen, owner of Little Red Hen — Gisborne’s
fabulous new toy and baby wear store.

Joanna has grown up in the toy industry, so it
was only natural that when she started working,
it was to help dad Bill, who imported children’s
toys.

She has fond memories of going with him on
buying trips to Hong Kong and Bangkok, as well
as huge toy fairs.

“I always wanted to go into retail because I
appreciate that people want quality — people like
myself.”

She already has a very successful Little Red
Hen store in Upper Hutt, but it is slightly different
to the newly-opened Gisborne store.

“I could see a big gap here for top brands of
toys and baby wear,” she says.

So she packed up her Wellington life and headed
home. She travels between the two bases regularly
but is loving living back in her hometown.

“I’'m especially enjoying the two-minute walk
to town and looking forward to summer.”

Joanna and her sister thought up the name Little
Red Hen for her stores when they were reading
old nursery books.

“It seemed the perfect name.”

Gisborne’s Little Red Hen, which opened in
June, is the exclusive agent for Mokopuna and
Bobux clothing.

Proving a big winner are the very practical
Mokopuna Cocoono — little 100 percent merino
sleeping bags for babies up to 15 months.

Little Red Hen also carries the Hilly Chrisp
range, created by Hong Kong-based Gisborne
woman Alex Weston, a beautiful selection of
clothes for little girls up to eight years.

“I do love the clothes I buy for Little Red Hen,”
says Joanna.

“People really want quality, and the likes of
Mokopuna are bringing that to them.”

Good toys are equally sought after.

“People have gone away from plastic things —
they like the feel and look of wooden toys. It’s
quite retro.”

The shop sells other goodies including the
funny DeGlingos animals and the very popular
Penny Scallan bags, among a raft of others.

There is something there for children young
and old that fits any budget.

In her quest to find the best toys on the planet,
Joanna heads to the Nuremburg International
Toy Fair in Germany in February — the largest
international toy and game trade show in the
world — with her brother Michael, who has taken
over Allen Trading from their father Bill.

Joanna is fully committed to her ‘new’ life back
in Gisborne, and ensuring only the best of toys are
available for people to peruse and buy.

Little Red Hen has gift vouchers available and
a very knowledgeable staff to help pick the perfect
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pressie for those wanting a little guidance. Gift
wrapping is free and the store is open seven days
a week in the build-up to Christmas.

MOKOPUNA

Mokopuna prides itself in being the world’s
first 100 percent pure merino baby wear
brand. Wholesomely Kiwi, the range consists
of newborn essentials, sleepwear and a range
of beautiful mix-and-match styles suitable
through to the three-year age group.
Interestingly, the summer cool Mokopuna
merino is considered one of nature’s best
protectors from the sun, with a UPF rating of
40 and a big tick from the Cancer Society of
New Zealand.

Merino is a totally unique material, divine to
wear, warm in winter, cool in summer and kind
on skin.

Little Red Hen is Gisborne’s only stockist of
Mokopuna.

BOBUX

Bobux is the perfect Kiwi success story.

It started out of a dad’s frustration over his
nine-month-old daughter’s shoes that never
stayed done up or on. Chris Bennett was an
architect who turned his hand to a different sort
of design — shoes that stayed on.

The response was nothing short of phenomenal,
and he and wife Colleen quickly found
themselves fielding inquiries from all over the
world.

Now more than 1.5 million Bobux shoes are
sold each year in stores throughout Europe, the
United States, Canada, Japan, Australia and
New Zealand.

The label is growing with its reputation,
producing other eco-friendly products,
including 100 percent unbleached -certified
organic cotton clothes and 100 percent natural
renewable plant-fibre outfits that absorb
50 percent more moisture than cotton, keeping
babies drier and cooler in the summer.

Little Red Hen is Gisborne’s only stockist of
Bobux products.



